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Overview 

 
The document provides families with an overview of the academic performance of students at GEMS 
Winchester School Dubai in 2024-2025. This focuses on three things; Key Stage 5 Student Outcomes, Key Stage 
4 Student Outcomes, GL Progress Tests and New Group Reading Test Student Outcomes and Early Years 
Foundation Stage. 
 

Key Stage 5 Student Outcomes 

 
The following graph shows the 3-year trend for A Level results at WSD (C+, B+ and A+): 
 

 
 
As the graph indicates, there has been significant increases at C+ (11%), B+ (13%) and A+ (9%) over a 3-year 
period. This now means, as you can see in the table below, that the overall A Level results achieved at WSD 
are broadly in-line with both teacher predictions and UK averages. 
 

 
 
WSD has access to the FFT Aspire Value Added Report for 2025–2026. The graphs below show that overall 
average point score is in line with international schools, while the proportion of A*–C grades is above the 
international average. WSD’s average value-added points score is +5.5, above both UK and international 
averages. Value added for students attaining *A–A is +7.3% and above the UK and in line with international 
averages, while value added for students attaining *A–C is +18.9%, above both UK and international averages. 
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The table below shows the 2026 A Level results for each individual subjects: 
 

 
 
The following graph shows the 3-year trend for BTEC Level 3 results at WSD (Pass+, Merit+, Distinction+ and 
Distinction*): 
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As you can see in the table below, outcomes in all five subjects are strong and the combined judgement would 
be described as ‘Outstanding’ by the Ministry of Education in the UAE. It is also clear that there has been 
significant improvement in the very top grades over this period of time. 
 

 
 

Click here to return to the Contents page 
 

Key Stage 4 Student Outcomes 

 
The following graph shows the 3-year trend for iGCSE results at WSD. As you can see, across all core subjects, 
there has been significant increase in the % of C/4++ (9%), B/6+ (6%) and A/7+ (4%). 
 

 
 

 
 
As the table also shows, teacher predictions for iGCSE results are fairly accurate across all subjects, which given 
the regional tensions and difficulty predicting grades for students who did not sit exams is something to be 
proud of. It is also pleasing to see the % of students attaining grades at 4/C+ and 7/A+ is significantly higher 
than UK averages, which given the context of WSD is extremely pleasing and suggest teaching and learning 
over time are very strong. 
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WSD also has access to the FFT Aspire value added report for 2025-2026. This report shows: 
 

• The value-added average grade is +0.5; this means on average, a student or group of students achieved 
two-thirds of a grade higher than statistically predicted, compared to similar students in other schools  

• This value-added score puts WSD in the top 16% of schools who use FFT Aspire 

• The percentage of students achieving 5+ grades 9-4 (A*-C) in English & Maths is 67%; this is 
approximately 2% higher than the UK average 

 
The table below shows the outcomes for each individual subject: 
 

 
 
As you can see in the table below, overall outcomes for our 4 BTEC courses is strong and would be described 
as ‘Good’, with BTEC IT being ‘Outstanding’ and BTEC Sport ‘Very Good’. 
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GL Progress Test & New Group Reading Test Student Outcomes 

 
GL Progress Tests 
 
GL Progress Tests are external, computer-based tests that measure the student performance in English, Maths 
& Science for students in Year 2 to Year 10. GL Progress Tests provide both a Stanine (9-1) and a Standard Age 
Score (SAS) and helps identify students who need intervention or further challenge, track their progress, and 
inform teaching strategies. These tests are conducted at WSD in the Summer Term of each academic year – 
the data presented below is taken from the Summer Term 2025-2026. 
 
Overall, attainment is very strong in across English, Maths & Science and each subject has improved in the last 
3 years. Furthermore, the percentage of students attaining a 5+ (the UAE curriculum expectation) and 6+ 
(above UAE curriculum expectations) is significantly higher than the CAT4 profile of the students are expected 
to achieve; this demonstrates strong teaching and great progress over time. 
 
GL Progress Test English 
 

 
 

Summary 
 

• Attainment in Phase 2 is arguably ‘Good’, with 54% of students working above curriculum expectations, 
with 74% working at. In Phase 3, attainment is ‘Good’ with 77% of students working at curriculum 
expectations and 60% working above. 

• In both Phase 2 & Phase 3, students are outperforming CAT4 expectations; for example, the percentage 
of students attaining at curriculum standards is 21% higher in Phase 2, and 9% higher in Phase 3. 
Furthermore, the percentage of students working above curriculum expectations is 26% higher in Phase 
2, and 19% higher in Phase 3 than CAT4 indicates. This suggests that students are making very strong 
progress from their relative starting points. 
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GL Progress Test Maths 
 

 
 
Summary 
 

• Attainment in Phase 2 is ‘Very Good’, with 87% of students working at curriculum expectations and 
66% working above. In Phase 3, attainment is ‘Outstanding’, with 86% of students working at 
curriculum expectations and 76% working above. 

• In both Phase 2 & Phase 3, students are significantly outperforming CAT4 expectations; for example, 
the percentage of students attaining at curriculum standards is 33% higher in Phase 2, and 18% higher 
in Phase 3. Furthermore, the percentage of students working above curriculum expectations is 38% 
higher in Phase 2, and 33% higher in Phase 3 than CAT4 indicates. This suggests that students are 
making very strong progress from their relative starting points. 

• Attainment has remained stable over the last few years and has been consistently ‘Very Good’ or better 
across both Phases. Alongside the fact that students have consistently outperformed their CAT4 
potential during this time, it has meant that progress has plateaued when measuring point-to-point. 

 
GL Progress Tests Science 
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Summary 
 

• Attainment in Phase 2 is ‘Very Good’, with 85% of students working at curriculum expectations and 
70% working above. In Phase 3, attainment is ‘Outstanding’, with 87% of students working at 
curriculum expectations and 76% working above. 

• In both Phase 2 & Phase 3, students are significantly outperforming CAT4 expectations; for example, 
the percentage of students attaining at curriculum standards is 29% higher in Phase 2, and 16% higher 
in Phase 3. Furthermore, the percentage of students working above curriculum expectations is 40% 
higher in Phase 2, and 31% higher in Phase 3 than CAT4 indicates. This suggests that students are 
making very strong progress from their relative starting points. 

• Attainment has remained stable over the last few years and has been consistently ‘Very Good’ or better 
across both Phases. Alongside the fact that students have consistently outperformed their CAT4 
potential during this time, it has meant that progress has plateaued when measuring point-to-point. 

 
New Group Reading Test (NGRT) 
 
NGRT is a standardised assessment used to measure and monitor the reading skills of students from Year 2 to 
Year 10. The test assesses decoding (through sentence completion tasks) and reading comprehension (via 
passage comprehension and phonics exercises). The assessment provides both a Stanine (9-1) and a Standard 
Age Score (SAS) and helps identify students who need intervention or further challenge, track their progress, 
and inform teaching strategies. These tests are conducted at WSD in the Summer Term of each academic year 
– the data presented below is taken from the Summer Term 2025-2026. 
 

 
 
Summary 
 

• Attainment in Phase 2 is arguably ‘Good’, with 58% of students working above curriculum expectations, 
with 73% working at. In Phase 3, attainment is ‘Very Good’ with 77% of students working at curriculum 
expectations and 63% working above. 

• In both Phase 2 & Phase 3, students are outperforming CAT4 expectations; for example, the percentage 
of students attaining at curriculum standards is 19% higher in Phase 2, and 9% higher in Phase 3. 
Furthermore, the percentage of students working above curriculum expectations is 30% higher in Phase 
2, and 20% higher in Phase 3 than CAT4 indicates. This suggests that students are making very strong 
progress from their relative starting points. 
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Arabic Benchmark Tests 
 
At WSD, we use the Taqaddum Arabic assessment is a standardised assessment used to measure and monitor 
students’ attainment and progress in Arabic. The assessment is designed for both Arabic A (native speakers) 
and Arabic B (non-native speakers) and provides an external benchmark of students’ Arabic language 
proficiency. The assessment helps identify areas of strength and development, students requiring additional 
support or further challenge, and informs curriculum planning and teaching strategies. These assessments are 
conducted at WSD to provide an objective measure of Arabic outcomes and support the triangulation of 
internal assessment data with external benchmarks. 
 
Arabic A Benchmark Tests 
 

 
 
Summary 
 

• Attainment in both Phase 2 and Phase 3 is ‘Good’, with 95% (Phase 2) and 94% (Phase 3) of students 
working at curriculum expectations, and 56% (Phase 2) and 54% (Phase 3) of students working above 
curriculum expectations. 

• Attainment has remained consistent over the last few years and has been ‘Good’ each year. 

• In both Phase 2 & Phase 3, students are making ‘Good’ progress, with 93% (Phase 2) and 95% (Phase 
3) of students making expected progress, and 57% (Phase 2) and 56% (Phase 3) of students making 
above expected progress. 

 
Arabic B Benchmark Tests 
 

 
 
Summary 
 

• Attainment in both Phase 2 and Phase 3 is ‘Good’, with 96% (Phase 2) and 95% (Phase 3) of students 
working at curriculum expectations, and 55% (Phase 2) and 54% (Phase 3) of students working above 
curriculum expectations. 

• Attainment has remained consistent over the last few years and has been ‘Good’ each year. 
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• In both Phase 2 & Phase 3, students are making ‘Good’ progress, with 94% (Phase 2) and 91% (Phase 
3) of students making expected progress, and 57% (Phase 2) and 56% (Phase 3) of students making 
above expected progress. 

 
Islamic Education Benchmark Tests 
 
At WSD, we use the Islamic Benchmark Test (IBT) as a standardised assessment to measure and monitor 
students’ attainment and progress in Islamic Education. The assessment provides an external benchmark of 
students’ knowledge, understanding and application of key aspects of the Islamic Education curriculum. 
 
The assessment helps identify areas of strength and development, students requiring additional support or 
further challenge, and informs curriculum planning and teaching strategies. These assessments are conducted 
at WSD to provide an objective measure of outcomes in Islamic Education and support the triangulation of 
internal assessment data with external benchmarks. 
 

 
 
Summary 
 

• Attainment in both Phase 2 and Phase 3 is ‘Very Good’, with 92% (Phase 2) and 98% (Phase 3) of 
students working at curriculum expectations, and 65% (Phase 2) and 64% (Phase 3) of students working 
above curriculum expectations. 

• Attainment has improved over the last 3 years, moving from ‘Good’ to ‘Very Good’. 

• In both Phase 2 & Phase 3, students are making ‘Very Good’ progress, with 92% (Phase 2) and 95% 
(Phase 3) of students making expected progress, and 68% (Phase 2 and Phase 3) of students making 
above expected progress. 
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Early Years Foundation Stage 

 
At WSD, in EYFS we use the Development Matters framework. We report using the Early Learning Goals (ELG) 
and Good Level of Development (GLD). At WSD we believe in order for a student to be ‘on track’ they must be 
able to demonstrate objectives reliably, consistently and independently.  
 
The graphs below show the 3-year attainment trends for Good Level of Development, as well as the 3-year 
attainment trends for students achieving each area of learning that makes up the overall Good Level of 
Development metric: 
 

      
 
As you can see in both graphs, there has been a significant increase in the % of students achieving a GLD overall, 
as well as in each of the 5 areas that constitute a Good Level of Development. In our previous inspection, it 
was highlighted that we need to improve our internal data systems. As a result, a more rigorous approach to 
tracking students’ progress in each of the areas of learning, which has also be moderated in-school and across 
the wider GEMS Education network, has meant we are confident our outcomes data is more accurate and has 
helped us to improve the trend over the last 3 years. 
 
With increased understanding from our EYFS team, coupled with greater opportunities for continuous 
provision being provided in the school, outcomes have now risen significantly, and we are confident that this 
data is robust and accurate. This means, as you can see in the table below, students at WSD are now achieving 
GLD outcomes broadly in line with UK averages, which give a significant number of students at WSD in 
Foundation Stage 2 do not have pre-school learning opportunities would suggest our outcomes are very strong 
compared to relative starting points. 
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